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for her dear husband, her Odysseus,
until Athena, gray-eyed goddess, shed
sweet sleep upon her evelids.

But the suitors
began to clamor in the shadowed hall:
each hoped that he might lie in bed with her.
For them Telémachus had these sharp words:

“How arrogant you are—beyond all measure—
you who would win my mother. Feast with pleasure
for now, but let there be no brouhaha:

to hear the song of one whose voice is like

the gods’—that is most fine. There will be time
tomorrow to assemble, one and all;

within that council 1 shall frankly call

on every one of you to quit my halls.

Just hold your future revels someplace else;
consume your own fine goods; let each for each
prepare, in turn—in his own house—a feast,

Or if you think it easier—or better—

to eat your unpaid way through one man’s wealth,
feast here indeed. But 1 shall then implore

the gods, who live forever, asking Zeus

to grant me my requital: all of yvou

would then die unavenged within these halls.™

The angry suitors bit their lips, amazed
to hear Telémachus speak words so brave.
Antinoiis, Eupé&ithes” son, replied:

“Telémachus, the gods indeed may teach
brash blustering to you and braggart speech.
But let us hope that they’ll not intervene,
that Cronos” son will not make vou the king
of seagirt Ithaca, whatever claim

vour birth might bring.”

Oooao
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