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Chapter 1

The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth by understand-
ing hath he established the heavens,
(Prov.3:19)

God created man and the world for a specific purpose. F
mountainand valley s exacty whee Hewanted o be. Tis oot
did not “just happen” As we behold the earth's amazing design and
provionsfo it oue hearsshouldpras th Crestor,

Isaiah tells s that God made the earth to be a home for man,
G He Snppll:d it with abundant resources for humans to use and
10 enjoy. Genesis 1:26 gives God’s eason for making each of us: “Let
us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over ... all the earth.” God made man to show His glory
by beinglike Him. He is the infinite Lord of the universe; humans
areth finelordsofHis carth.Our challeng st use he carh's
resources wisely and in a way that honors the Creat

This unque callng o exrcse dominion over lhc earthis called

calling, But we ey heavy burden of responsibility. Our task is
complicated by the fact that humans are by nature sinful as a result
of the Fll o Adam and Eve e Genesis 3. In diion o the sin

o place. If weare todoa; good Jeb «nm..g skt
10 study many things—and geography is near the topof thelst. We

" in whic
interact on it. mnkr\.uy, ‘God has provided a solution 10 the sin

edemption through the sacrifcial death of His Son, Jesus
Chrish, who pad the price of our sin by dying on the Crossin our
place. Redemption also gives us hope and encouragement for our
task of exercising dominion over His carth.

I. WHAT IS GEOGRAPHY?

pened and wher raphy is the study of space and place (where
things happen). The basic tool of history is a timeline; the basic tool

geograpl

a play. History would be the actors and the plot geography would be

ihetage on which those ctions ar lyed out.
Itis not enough, hovwever, just to memorize a lst of dates and

ames of peaple and piaces. Beyond when and wher, e want 1o

know how and why: Geography helps us learn not only where places

are but also how they differ and why.

BRANCHES OF GEOGRAPHY

xd geagraphy comes from two roots meaning “carth”
1gm}and “writen desciption” Cgraphy.In other words,geogr-
phy is a description of humanity’s God-given abode—and every-
thing and everyone on it—and how people interact wvm it
in fulfilling -given

cograpl
of the carth and its resources) and human geography (the study of



Geography: Finding Our Place in the World

and T

isrevealed by the ttles of the first two wnits of this book: “The World
a5 God Made It” (physical geography) and “The World as Man Sub-
dues 11" (human geography). These two branches are divided into
d 11 94 limakok graphy, me-

teorology, and demographics.
‘One can study the main branches of geography in two ways. Sys-

together examples from every region of the world. For example, a

London, and Tokyo. Regional geography, on the other hand, exam-

s only one region of the world at a time, tying together all of the
branches of geography simultancously: For example, a chapter ttled
“The Far East” would cover not only the major ciiesthere but also the
climate, mountains,resources, and much mor

eral, systematic study of g(‘uguphv conceps, with o chaperson

get
in thesechaptersthe big picture. | lmrl\mg the basic terms and con-
cepts of geography that are used in the rest of the book to examine
the unique features of individual regions and the countries within
each region.

You

THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY

The study of geography as i Cusdimesal thres it ou
can remember easily using the mnemonic “MR. L

Movement—of people, goods, ideas, u.mm, ete.
Region—defined by formal boundaries or fun

- Lol s e o g1 e i
rounding enviror

. tnmcion. botha among people and between people and
their environment

. Place—physical characteristics (mountains,rivers,sois, plant
and animal lfe, etc.) and human characteristics (roads, build-
ings, agriculture,industry, culture, etc.)

you study geography, continually remind yourself of these
five themes. They will recur many times th this book
and are critical o a proper understanding of geography.

HISTORY OF GEOGRAPHY
ANCIENT VIEWS OF THE EARTH
i proaly beganexlring is vk i he Gardenof Eder

ind to build new ci

e carliest surviving map is a clay tablet
2300 BC that depict d

mountains.

“The Greeks were the first ancient people to study the carth
extensively. Early seafarers wanted to learn all about their trade
toutes and the people with whom they traded or might trade in the

3



4 Ghapter 1

future. Alexander the Great, who rose to power in 336 BC, dreamed
i P

q 3 g
to accompany his army on a four-year journey “to the ends of the
earth.” His march into unexplored central Asia and India greatly
expanded the Greeks' knowledge of world geography.

“The first great geographer was a Greek mathematician named
Eratosthenes (ER uh TAHS thuh NeE2), who lived three centuries
before Christ’ birth. He summarized Greek understanding of the
world in a book titled Geography and was the first man to use the

places on maps by drawing a grid (a reg-
ular pattern of intersecting vertical and
horizontal lines).

‘The Romans borrowed their map-
making techniques from the Greeks.

helpthem build roadsand rule efficiently.
‘The most famous Roman geographer
was Ptolemy (TAHL uh mee), who lived
in the second century after Christ. He

promoted a geocentric (earth-centered)

This is how Eratosthenes though the world

theory, which states that the sun, stars,
s the

worl rom $
theory remained unchallenged for almost fourteen centuries.

THE AGE OF EXPLORATION

ed si fE:
ploration. Sea captains mapped the stars and charted the winds to
help them plot new sea routes to reach the spices, gold, and jewels
of the Orient. After studying Ptolemy’s map (which greatly exagger-
ated the size of Asia), an ambitious young man named Christopher



Columbus deided 1oty a shorcut 0 the it by salling
westvard. Instend, be diconeed 4

centered) theory of the universe.

Along with these advances in science, the art of cartog-
raphy (mapmaking) reached new heights. Gerhardus Mer-
cator (mer KAY tuhr) of Flanders published a map in 1569
that became the standard of his day. His well-designed grid

enabled seafarers to plot their courses in a straight line. The
maps of that period were beautifully illustrated with sea crea.
tures, ships, and other designs to fill in the larg bout
which geographers had. o information. His sytem fs sl
used today

THE MODERN AGE

As European kings began to colonize and conquer the
new-found lands, they demanded maps with increasingly
more detail and accuracy. They also commissioned extensive
surveys of their own lands. The new maps included symbols

teenth century, it also became the world's leading mapmake

As modern states began gathering more information

about their climates, populations, and resources, they pro.

ducd thematic maps (mps desgnedto communicte nfr
find

o display the
The Uniied Sates was e In g th map ace, bttt ey
changed. World War I especially spurred U.S. mapmaking efforts.
Today, the United States produces hundreds of maps for ts troops
sationd o theword.The dvelopment o sepanes
lites made it possible to create better, more detailed maps
Geologial Strvey (USGS), founded n 187, haserated  wealth of
detailed maps. Radar and infrared satellites have now mapped the
ocean floors and the frigid pol
The e st Inniialn 3 e gkl i e
(GPS), which s financed and operated by the U.S. Department of
Defense. Although GPS was designed specifically for military use,
the government also allows many civilian uses. Twenty-four GPS
satelies transmit coded signals to a receiver and calculate position,
el and time, I the mot preise indictor vl today
Although civilian use is accu ithin 100 meters, military ap
lications e sccurt towihin (s Ceaint
Although cartographers h duced vei
curate maps of the earth as a result of such innovations, explora-
tion continues. The jungles teem with myriad plant species that have
never been cataloged. Millions—even billions—of undiscovered an

detailed and ac-

p y exped
tions, many mountain peaks still have not been climbed. Immense
caves remain hidds 10 be explored

SECTION QUIZ

1. What s the Creation Mandate? Why is the study of geography
important in relation to this mandate?

around the sun, ot the sun around the earth,
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