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GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY DEFINED
O Ford st grestncn, i e gover, sad o gy,
T victory, and the e
5. o art o ey Ty o tha Kingtom, © Lords
 Thou'art exaited as Head above aif” (1 Ovron. 20111).
HE Sovercignty of God is' an expression that once
was generally understood. It was a phrase commonly
used in religious literature. It was a theme frequently
expounded in the pulpit. It was a truth which brought
comlort o many heart, and e vty and stabiliy to
Christian character.But, today, to make mention of God's
Soreciaiy oy o sy A 1o gl 4 o
tongue. Were we to announce from the average pulpit that
the subject of our discourse would be the sovereignty of
God, it would sound very much s though we had borrowed
a phrase from one of the dead languages. Alas! that it
Bosld be s Ala that e doceine whih I the byt
history, the interpreter of Providence, the warg
of Scripture, and the foundation of Christian (healogy.
should be sosadly neglected and so fttle unders
The sovercignty of God. What do we mean by e
Drsetion? We aumen the supramacy of Gol, the Yiogsip
100d of God. To say that God is sovereign

His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth, so that none can stay His hand or say
Him what doest Thou? (Dan. 4:35). To say that God is
sovereign i to declare that He is the Almighty, the Posses-
sor of all power in heaven and earth, so that none can defeat
His counsels, thwart His purpose, or resist His will (Ps.
115:3). To say that God is sovercign is to declare that He
is “The Governor among the nations” (Ps. 22:28), setting
up kingdoms, overthrowing empires, and determirning the
course of dynasties as pleaset
s sovereign is to declare that He
the King of kings, and Lord of lords
is the God of the Bible.

How different is the God of the Bible from the God of
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(1 Tim. 6:15). Such



2 The Sovereignty of God
modern Christendom ! The conception of Deity which pre-

hemous travesty of the Truth. The God of the twentieth

century is a helples, effeminate being who commands the
pect of no really thoughtful man. The God of the popu

Jar mind is the creation of a maudiin sentimentality. T

ther has purposed the salvation of all mankind, that God
the Son died with the express intention of saving the whole

ghnervain, it iy apparet tha (b great malrity of our
fellow-men’ar into a hopeless

oy i
God the Son is dis-satisfed, and that God the Holy
Gotattt. We bk ot e e, Tk ey e
escaping the conclusion. To argue that God is “trying His
best” to save all mankind, but that the majority of men will
not let Him save them, i to insist that the will of the Crea-
tor is impotent, and that the will of the creature is omnipo-
tent. To throw the blame, as many do, upon the Devil, does
not remove the difficulty, for if Satan is defeating the pur-
pose of God, u\m Satan is Almighty and God is no longer
the Supreme Bei
"To decare tha the Creator's origial plan has been
trated by sin, is to dethrone God. To suggest that God
taken by surprise in Eden and that He is now attempting
to remedy an unforeseen calamity, is to degrade the Most
High tothe leve o e, rring moral. To argue that
1 agent and the determiner of his own
deixm)’ o e b bt power to eheckmate
ker, s to strip God of the attribute of Omnipotence.
“To sy tha the coatore s burs e hounds ssine y
Creator, and that God is now practically a helpless Specta-
tor before the sin and suffering entailed by Adam's fall is to
Soms s s an svngalcal (1) resher of mcionvide vy
tation vnlned e town i which we then
of epsating “Poue Gudl T God1" " Bards A
meachet” von woct 1o e 1




God's Soverelgnty Defined 21

1ebudinie the wxprow; decurif of Hily ekl

shall praise Thee: the remainder
5. 76:10). In a word, to

ty of God is to enter upon a path which,

if followed to its logical terminus, is to arrive at blank

atheis

The sonersigty of the God of Serplure i abacht,
i, BNl When e v ok God {8 vl e

W
for His own glory, just as He pleases. We S el

Tule or law outside of His own will ad nature, fha God
is @ law unto Hm.mf and that He is under no obligation
to give an account of His matters to any.

Sovercignty characterises the whole Being of God. He

put
bt Pharaoh darc o Hinder Tl from g for
o orshipJehovsh i the wilerness—whatbappened? God
exercised His power, His people were delivered and their
sot el i g ater, the Amalekites
dared o atack these same Tralie n e widermes, and
what bappened? Did God put forth His power o tis
Scason and diplay s hand 28 e id at e Rt See3
Weretheseenemiss of Hs people promptly overbrown snd
destroyed? No, on the contrary, the Lord swore that He

would “have war with Amalek from generation to genera-

signally displayed. The city of
Jericho barred their pmgresv—whzl happened? Israel did
ot draw a bow nor trike @ blow the Lord streched for
His hand and the wall fll down fat Bt the miracle was
never repeated! No other city fell ofter this manner. Eve-
1y other city had to be captured by the sword !

Many other instances might be adduced illustrating the




2 ‘The Sovereignty of God

sovereign exercise of God's power. Take one other example.
God put forth His power and David was delivered from
Goliath, the giant ; the mouths of the lions were closed and
Daniel escaped unhurt; the three Hebrew children were
catintothe bunin fery furnace and came foth unharmed
and unscorhed. B .

:36, 3;

hy were not hese men of fath delivered Ik the others?
Q. why were no theothers sufere to b Kled e thse?
Wy should God's power nterpose and rescue some and
the others? Why allow Stephen o be sioned to death, and
then deliver Peter from priso

is sovereign in the dd:ynlxon of His power to others.

Why did God endow Methuselah with a vitalty which en-
abled him t0 outlive all his contemporarics? WI
impart to Samson a physical strength which no other human
bas ever possessed? Agang it i wmien, “But thou shalk
remember the Lord thy God  for at giveth thee
Power 1o got weald” (Deat. 848), but God doss not be.
stow this power on all alike. Why not? Why has He given

ovrein G the easicon o Neces-
sarly so, for merey is directed by the will of u.m that
showeth mercy. Mercy is not a right to which man
nmd Mercy i that adorable atiibute of God by which
He pities and relieves the wretched. But under the right-
cous government of God o one 1 wretched who doss pot
deserve to be so. The objects of mercy, then, are those who
are miserable, and all misery is the result of sin, hence the
miserable are desrving of punishment not merey. To
speak of deserving mercy s a cont of ter

o bestows His merces on e M plsses sk e

olds them s seemeth good unto Himself. A remarkable
Bt of 5 S o B A8 e o




God's Soverelgnty Defined E)
ponded tothe prayrs of two men ofered under very i
ilar_circumstances. Sentence of death was passed upt
Moses for one actof disobedience, and \m besought he Lowd
for a reprieve. But was his desire gra
Tiracl, ‘The Lord is wroth with e for your ke, and
swoudd not hear me: and the Lord sud unto me, Lo it
thee” (Deut. 3:26). Now mark the second ca
those days wasTleskia sk uno death. And the eopte
of Amoz came to him, and said wnto him,
Thus smh nw Lord, Set thin s i orde
tlive, Then he tu < t0 the wall,
e ekt s o Lo o, e Apas
remember now how I have walked before Thee in truth and
i perect eact, amd ave done tha whic i goo i
Thy sight.And Hezekiah wept sore. And o pass,
afore Taizh was gone out into the middle cours, tht the
word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell
Herekiah the captain of my peopl, Ths sath the Lord
the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, 1
v e hy vses et £ wil Bl s i
day thou shal go up unto the house of the Lord

and both prayed earnestly unto the Lord for a reprieve: the
one wrote: “The Lord would not hear me,” and died; but
o the other 1t was said, “ bave heard thy prayer 2 s
lte was spaed. What an ilanrtion an
of the tuth expressed in Rom, 9

Moses, have mercy on wwhons I vl hate mercy, and
¥ il Have conipastinh o ki T il Aess compaision”

The sovereign exercise of God's mercy—pity shown fo
the wretched-—was displayed when Johovah became fesh
and tabernacled among men. Take one illustration, Dur-
ing one of the Feasts of T, ti Lok Teus etk
to Jerusalem. He came to the Pool of Bethesda, where
Ly o gregs maltitnds of npotent fol, o bind, i, wit-

mity thirty and eight years.” What happened? “When
Jesus saw hint lie, and knew that he had been now a long
time in that case, he saith wito him, Wlt thou be made




2 The Soversignty of God
whole? The impotent man answered Him, Sir, 1 have no
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool :
but while T am coming, another steppeth down before me.
Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And
immediatly the man vas made whole, and took up his bed,
and walked” (John §:3-9). Why was this one man s
oot from al the otbers? We are ot tld tt be et
“Lord, have mercy on me” There word in the
omsaton which nimaten o 1 ran o possomdany .
ifctions which anied i to eciv specil favr. Here
e ofthe sovereigh exerise of Divine mercy,
Toritas us a5 casy for Chis fo hea the whole of thak
“great multitude” as this one “certain man.” But He did
not. He put forth His power and relieved the wretchedness
of this one particular sufferer, and for some reason known
only to Himself, He declined to do the same for the others,
Agxm we say, 'what an illustration and exemplification of
21511 will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
ey w1I| have compassion on whom I will have com-
passion.”
God is sovereign in the exercise of His love. Ah! that
2 hard saying, who then can receive it? It is written,
A man cam reeive othng, excep it be given i from
heaven” (John 3 n we say that God is sovereign
he exercise of His love, we mean that He loves whom
He chooses. God does ot love everybody*; if He did, He
would love the Devil. Why does not God love the Devi
Because there is nothing in him fo love; because there is
nothing in him to attract the heart of God. Nor is there
anyhing o atrct God'slov in any of th falle sons of

Adam, for all of them are, by nature, “children of wrath”
(Eah. 213). 1t then there 3 nothing i
the human race to attract God's love, and if, notwithstand-

love, an
ing, He does love some, then it necessarily follows that the
cause of His love must be found in Himself, which is only
another way of saying that the exercise of God's lov

o TG will e cxamined on pages 202205 and App. 1 pges 253255



God's Sovereignty Defined 2

wards the fallen sons of men is according to His own good
pleasure.t

In the final analysis, the exercise of God's love must be

traced back to His sovereignty, or, otherwise, He would

love by rale; and it He loved by rule,the s He under o lw

He is under 4 low of Jove then I He not

t is Himself ruled by law. may be

do not deny that G

We reply, itis written, “Ja

Jacob and hated Esav, and that before they wer
had done ither goad or evil, then the reason for His love
was not in them, but in Himself.
‘That the exercise of God's love is according to His own
soversign plesre s ato clar from e fanguage of Eph.
1335, where we read, “Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus cmm, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual
lessins n heavenly places n Christ: According a He rath
chosen us i Him befre the foundation of the work, tat
we should be holy and without blame before Him. /n lov

cord
What then? According to what He foresouw they would be-
come? Noj mark aarfally e inspired answer—"Accord-
ing to the good pleasure of His will.”
ot is sovereign in fhe extrcue of His grace. This of
necessity, for grac s faver shown 4o the wndeserong, you
to the Hell-deserving. Grace is the antithesis of justice.
Justice demands the impartial enforcement of law. Just
Tequires that each shall receive his legitimate due, neither
Ve are nut sl of tho fact that men bave nventad the
con G  complceysnd T love o com:
u.m,.. Dure and simple,_ Seriphure
e T5:30) and a1 41 s
02 bkt and the ol (Luko 61001




% The Soversignty of God
more nor less. Justice bestows o favors and is no respect-
crn'pcrsons Justice, as such, shows no pity and knows no
But after justie has been fuly satifid, X

Bowa o, Divind gaceis ot chsisincd o he
of Justice, but “grace relgni tiesagh ghteontnss” (Ro
§ia1), and It grace “reigns’, then o Erace. soveren.
Grace has becn defned as the unmerited (avor of Gods+
and if unmerited, then none can chim it as their inalienable
jht. 1f grace is unearned and undeserved, then none are
entitled to it. 1f grace is a gift, then none can demand it
Therefore, as salvation is by grace, the free gift of God,
then He bestows it on whom He pleases. Because salvation

nse

Sadducces are left to go their own way, while publicans
and harlots are drawn by the cords of love.

In a remarkable manner Divine grace was exercised at the
time of the Saviour's birth. The incarmation of God's Son
was one of the greatest events in the history of the universe,

d yet its actual occurrence was not made known to all
ind; intead, it was specially revesled o he Bethichem
shepherds and wise And this was pro-

o e friend o Kidly read through
manuscripe form, a0 to
elent msgatons, bis posted ou. ik

han “anmeriied favor? Ta food s tramp
e favrs” vt it o sarce

bing me T 'should feed this starving tramp—that would be “grace
G, u.,.. s fovor shown where hare s poitine de-mers 4




God's Sovereignty Defined 27
phetic and indicative of the entire course of this dispensa-
tion, for even today Christ is not made known to all. It
wonld hzve b 20 casy s for God b0 bave et 2
of angels to every nation and announced the birth

ot Fhis Son. But He did no. God could have readily atract
ed the attention of all mankind to the “star;” but He did
not. Why? Because God i sovereign and dispenses Hi
vors as He pleases. Note particularly the two classes to
o the bith of the Saviour wos made koown, samely,
Ton wnikely clsser—Slierate shepherds and.hew
han o T caontye o anglstood pafoe the Senbe.
drin and announced the advent of Isracl's Messiah! No
“star"" appeared unto the scribes and lawyers as they, in

iltrate shepherds singled ot for pecular honor, and the
Iearned and eminent passed by! And why was the
the Saviour revaed o hes focigners, nd not to o
whose in this 2 wonderful fore-
shadowing of ot Gt s dealngs with our race throughout the
entire Christian dispensation—sovereign in the exercise of
His grace bestowing T favos o vt He o Stinn
o the ly and unworthy.*

a
au»:.,.a i chotes of the place where
o Greeee o Ttaly did he Lord of Glory come, bt to the
and of P m-.um Not in Jorusalem—the royal clty—was Tin
“which way “lifle among the thousan
Judah? (Micah 5:2)1 And it was in do-
spised Nazareih that He grew upl!  Truly, God's ways are not ours,
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