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Verbs; First and

Second Conjugations:
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Active; Translating

VERBS

One might properly consider the verb (from Lat. verbum, word), which
describes the subject’s actvity or state of being, t0 be the most important
word in a sentence, and so we may best begin our study of Latin with a look
at that part of speech (the other parts of speech in Latin are the same as
those i English: nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, con-
junctions, interjections).

In Latin as in English, verbs exhibit the following five characteristcs:

PERSON (Lat. persona): who is the subject, i.¢., who performs (or, in

the passive, receives) the action, from the speaker’s point of view; Ist

person = the speaker(s), I, we: 2nd = the person(s) spoken to, you

3rd = the person(s) spoken abou, e

NUMBER (numerus): how many subjects, singular or plural.
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k ime): the time of the action; Latin has six tenses, pres-
ent, future, imperfect, perfect (or present perfect), future perfect, and
pluperfect (or past perfect)

MOOD (modiy mimnr: the e of indicating the = iy

eing of the verbs ike English, Latin has the indicat ich “indi-
b e and the impernive (ich orders actons), e
this chapter, and the subjunctive (which describes, in particular, hypo-
thetical or potential actions), introduced in Ch.

VOICE (véx): an indication, with transitive verbs (those that can take
direct objects), of whether the subject performs the action (the active
Voice) or receives it (passive).

CONJUGATION

“To conjugate (Lat. coniugire, join togerher) a verb is o list together all
its forms, according to these five variations of person, number, tense, mood,
and voice. If asked to conjugate the English verb o praise in the present
tense and the active voice of the indicative mood, you would say:

Singular Plural
Ist person I praise we praise

2nd person ou praise you praise
3rd person e (she, i) praises they praise

‘The person and the number of five of these six forms cannot be determined
in English without the aid of pronouns I, you, we, they. Only in the third
person singular can you omit the pronoun e (she, it) and still make clear
by the special ending of the verb that praises i third person and singular.

PERSONAL ENDINGS
‘What English can accomplish in only one of the six forms, Latin can do
in allsix by means of “personal endings”” which indicate ditinctly the per-
son, the number, and the voice of the verb. Since these personal endings will
tevery tun, the time taken to at this point

will prove an excellent investment. For the active voice they are:

Singular
Ist person <5 or -m, which corresponds to /.
2nd person =5, which corresponds to you.

3nd person «t, which corresponds o e, she, it
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Plural

Ist person s, which corresponds 0 e
2nd, which corresponds to o
3rd person 2ty which corresponds o ey

Th i verbal “stem” 10 which beadded.

PRESENT INFINITIVE’ ACTIVE AND
PRESENT STE/

‘The present active infinitives of the model verbs used in this book for
the first and second conjugations are respectively:

laudare, to praise. monére, 10 advise

You see that -dre characterizes the first conjugation and -&re characterizes
the second.

Now from the infinitives drop the -re, which is the actual infinitive end-
ing, and you have the “present stems’

lauda- moné-

“To this present stem add the personal endings (with the few modifications
noted below), and you are ready 10 read or to say something in Latin about
the present: e, lauda-s, you praisc; mone-mus, we adbise
» “Paradign’”
, which mesas patr, exanpls and
throughor d in th

Appcndxx o rovde summares o forms secording 1 comvenint patlrrs.
OF course, the ancient Romans learned the many inflected forms from their
parents and from daily contacts with other peopl by the direct method, as
we ourselves learn English today. However,since we lack this natural Latin
covionment and sine we wsually begin te sty o Latin a o rltvey
lae age time, the analytical ough para-
digms, though somewhat artificial and uninspiring, is gcncmlly Euadiote
the most effcacious method.

Inthe process of memorizing all paradigms, be sure always to ay them
aloud, for thi he help of two senses, both sight and sound speak-

adime) derives rom Gresk par
used at

! The e O, s, o i) sy s h b dea of the
verb; s form i “not limited” by person and number, though it does indicate tense and
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ing and listening o the language, t0 its basic sounds and rhythms, will be
‘an enormous aid to acquiring mastery.

PRESENT INDICATIVE ACTIVE OF
Laudo & Moneo

Singular

1 1aid, 1 praise, am praising, do praise ménes, I advise,etc.

2. Yatidas, you praise, are praising, do praise  WONS, you advise etc.

3. laidat, he (she, i) praises,is praising. mnet, he (she, i) adbises
does praise

Plural

L It ve s, ar g dopre ok, w i i

2. Yauditis, you praise. are praising. o praise  monétis, you advise etc.

. aiaet The e oeghcion, i goats. bt ey i, e

‘Note that Latin has only these present active indicative forms, and so simple
or progressive or emphatic translations are possible, depending on context;
2., m laudant, they praise me or they are praising me o they do praise me.

ember that the accent marks are provided in the paradigm only for
convenience; they follow the strit rules for accentuation explained in the
Introduction, and need not be included in your own conjugation of Latin
Verbs (unless you are asked (o do 5o by your instructor).

e macrons, however, must be included, and the vowel sounds they
indicate must be taken into account in memorizing the paradigm and in
conjugating other first and second conjugation verbs. Notice that the stem

vowel has no macron in certain forms (c.g., moned, laudant); you should
learn the following rule, which will make it casier to account for macrons
that seem to disappear and reappear arbitrarily

Vowels that are normally long are usually shortened when they occur
immediately before another vowel (hence mone instead of *monés?),
before -m, -1, or -t at the end of & word (hence laudat, not *laudat), or
before nt or nd in any position (hence laudane).

In the case of frst conjugation, or -4 verbs (by contrast with the second

conjugation, &- verbs), the stem vowel s not merely shortened but disap-

pears entirely in the first person singular, through contraction with the final
=5 (hence laudd, not *laudi).

in classical Latin.
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