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THE PrINCIPLE MOTIVE
FOR LovE

0 ne word that virtually all people will hear numerous times, i the
ward love. Although the word love is one of the most frequently

or perverted in society, as well as in the religious community. It
is a mistake, threlore, o assume that cven church-going people
, simply because they

itspoken on a regular basis.

As we begin to consider the topc of Christian charity it s impor-
tant 1o sress the fact that loveis pre-eminently something we do, not
‘merely something we feel. It was Jesus who said, “If you love me, you
will keep my commandments.”

“This view of the doctrine oflove is well summarized by Christian
author, George Grant,in his book entitled Bringing in the Sheaves.
On pages 15-48, Mr. Grant writes:

The Good Samaritan is the unnamed lead character in one of
Christ’s best-loved parables (Luke 10:25-37). When all others, includ-
ing upped men o ighteousness,had e the respnsslty of

tan took up its mantle.
tive, saying, “Go and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37)....

God desires all of us to display the Good Samaritan faith... The
testimony of Scripture is clear: All of us who are called by His name
must walk in love (Ephesians 5:2). We must exercise compassion (2
Corinthians 1:3-4). We must struggle for justice and secure mercy [as
well as provide comfort] and liberty for men, women, and children
everywhere (Zechariah 7:8-10).

In Matthew 22, when Jesus was asked to summarize briefly the
Law of God, the standard against which all spirituality is to be mea-
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Understanding Love and God’s Sovereignty

sured, He responded, “You shalllov the Lord your God with all your
Beart, and with ll your oo, andwithll your ind. his & he it
nd th

neighbor as yomw On these two ccmmmdmenls hang al the Law
and the Prophets.

Jesus has reduced the whal of the Law, and thus, the whole of
fith. 0o Loe oward God,andthn, o oward man. B the

e Law. Inone bold,

ik, red the hrsan it o subjectivity. By so linking
Tove and law, Christ has unclouded our purblind vision of both. Love
suddenly takes on responsible abjectivity, while the Law takes on pas-
sionate applicability.

Thishedsa whle new ighton wht i meant o us 0 “valk i
Tove? Ifour Ir
ourl 1,

not merely something you eel. Love s the “Royal Law” (James 2:).

The writings that follow are intended to persuade the reader
that the impulse which should lead Christians to perform charita-
ble works in this world, is something other than the vain hope of
fitting themselves for heaven by meritorious deeds. Readers will be
confironted with the truth that genuine acts of charity must flow out

fa forward in such

course, while our hope of forgiveness for sin rests on other grounds
altogether. (The only remedy for sinful man i to trust in the sub-
stitutionary work of Christ on Calvary.) Some other considerations
in respect to the motives that should influence us as we seek to love
others shall be considered as well.

Itshould be stressed at the outset, that by engaging in the work of

we do not ult happiness.

Indeed, although we may often set aside some o he ardinary means

of enjoyment, we do not sacrifice the end. The blessed truth is that

when we love our neighbor we secure our own richest, purest enjoy-
‘ment, though in a new and better way.
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The Principle Motive for Love

We also change the characte of our mp,mss. for the pleasure
inits
nature from that which we secure byzlmmgdlr:cl]y at our own. Now,
the reader should consider these things, and understand distinctly at

or whether he confine his

efforts chicfly P g
tration will e helpful in this regard.

On some cold winter evening, let us say, you return from the busi
ness of the day to your home, where I will suppose that you have the
comforts of e al around you. You draw up your richly stuffed elbow
chair by the side of a glowing fireplace, which beams and brightens
upon the scene of elegance that your living room exhibits. A new
and entertaining book is in your hand, and fruits and refreshments
are by your side on a table. Here you may sit hour after hour, enjoy-
ing these means of comfort and happiness. During this time, you are
carried away by the magic of the pen to distant and different scenes,
from which you return now and then to lsten a moment the roaring
of the wintry wind or the beating of the snow upon your windows. If
you have a quiet conscience, you may find much happiness in such a
scene—especially if grattude to God as the giver of such comforts,

s y
your sensibilites. Here you sit, hour after hour, until Orion has made
o d highiinto

the heavens,

But yofspend-
ingan hour hich j though
of a different kind. You lay aside your book, trundle back your cush-
foed chain,pack o fruit and refeshments in a smal baket, and
Then,
mul'ﬂmg ol af vl 4 ot T i v oty s st
forth in the midst of the stormy night

“The brick sidewalk is half hidden by the drifts of snow, among
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which you make your slippery way until you turn onto a narrow side-
walk, guiding your steps to one of its humble houses. You enter by a
Tow door. It i not, however,the abode of poverty. There is comfort and

plent
are accustomed.

The mother who welcomes you is a widow, and the daily labor
of her hands procures for her all that is necessary for her needs, and
much besides, which she enjoys as luxuries. She appreciates them
more highly than you do the costly splendors you have left. Her bright,
brass lamps, which she toiled several days to earn, and the plain roc
ing chair in the corner,are to her s valuable, and far more, than your

y its cut gl s, or your

Ina word, all the needs of this family are well supplied, so that 1
will not introduce the reader to a scenc of abject poverty, as you may
have supposed. You must bring something more potent than money
ere if you wish to do good. You have something more powerful than
‘money—Christian charity. This I will assume you have brought

On one side of the fire i a cradle that the mother has been rock-
ing. You take your seat in a low chair by ts side, and leaning over it
you look upon the pale face of a litle sufferer who has been for many
months languishing there. His disease has curved his back, brought
his head over towards his breast, and contracted his lungs; he lies
there in bonds which death only can sunder. Something like a smile

his uph s friend o

through the storm. That smile and its meaning will repay you for the

cold blasts which you encountered on your way to the sick room. After

a few minutes conversation with the boy, you ask if he would like to

‘have you walk with him a lttle. He reaches up his arms to you, clearly

pleased with the proposal, and you lift him from his pillow. The relief
imbs, cra the .

sions ofhis cradle, begins his happiness

You raisc your arms. He i not heavy. Discase has diminished his
weight,
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The Principle Motive for Love

his head reclining upon your shoulder. The uneasy, rstless expres-
sion which was upon his face i gradually changed for one of peaceful
repose; until, at length, lulled by the gentle sound of your voice, he
drops into a quiet shumber. You may walk with him frequently across
the floor, before fatigue will counterbalance the pleasure you will
receive in watching his placid and happy look refiected in the glass
behind you when you turn.

Eventually he wakes, and you gently lay him down into his cradle

agai
dencein
his hand in yours, you offer a simple preon i el Andwhen
.
better You then fel the spontancous pmssumafhlsllulchznd ling
you that his heartis ull of happiness and gratitude. In witnessing it,
and in recalling the scene to your mind in your cold and stormy walk
home, you wil experience an enjoyment that | cannot describe, butall
who have experienced it will understand. This enjoyment is very dif-
ferentin its nature from the solitary happiness you would have felt at
your own fireside. Which kind, now, do you prefer?

True, the case 1 have described is an experiment on a very small
scale. The good done was very litl; it was only a half hour's partial
velif for a sick child and his mother, and another half hour's happi-
mess for them afterwards,as they consider in sience and solitude the
Kindness of their visitor. This istruly doing good on a small scale, but
then it is made by just a small ffort. It llustates wel, because of ts
being so simple a case, the point that you may take two totall differ-

i s not, how

in the very end and object tself
“But is not the end sought in both cases our own happiness?” you
ask.

“No, it is not.” And this leads me to a distinction, an important
spiritual distinction that everyone who wishes to perform charity on
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