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To Parents and Teachers

Students are eagerly searching for a workable sense
of values. They need reading material that will give
them ideals to reach for and examples to follow.

The stories in this reader have been selected from
the readers of America’s past and have been edited, modernized, and
classroom-tested for student appeal and readability. Many character
values are woven throughout the stories. Thought questions at the end
of the stories aid in understanding the selections.
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The Great Stone Face

Nathaniel Hawthorne
(adapted by Tracy Glockle)

One afternoon, when the sun was going down, a mother
and her little boy sat at the door of their cottage, talking about
the Great Stone Face. They had only to lift their eyes, and there
it could be plainly seen, though miles away, with the sunshine
brightening all its features. The Great Stone Face was formed on
the steep side of a mountain by some huge rocks that resembled
a human face. All the features were noble, grand, and sweet.

“Mother,” said the child, whose name was Ernest, “If | were
to see a man with such a face, I should love him dearly”

“If an old prophecy comes to pass,” answered his mother,
“we may see a man with exactly such a face as that”




“What prophecy do you mean, dear Mother?” eagerly
inquired Ernest.

So his mother told him a story that her own mother had
told to her when she herself was younger than little Ernest. A
story so old that even the Indians, who had once lived in the
valley, had heard the story from their forefathers. Some day, a
child should be born nearby who was destined to become the
greatest and noblest person of his time, and whose countenance
in manhood would look exactly like the Great Stone Face.

“O Mother, dear Mother!” cried Ernest, clapping his hands,
“I do hope that I shall live to see him!”

“Perhaps you may,” his mother said to him.

Ernest never forgot the story that his mother told him. He
spent his childhood in the log-cottage where he was born, assist-
ing his mother much with his little hands and even more with
his loving heart. He grew up to be a quiet, unnoticed boy, sun-
browned with labor in the fields, but with more intelligence than
many lads who have been taught at famous schools. Yet Ernest
had had no teacher, except that the Great Stone Face became one
to him. When his work was done, he would gaze at it for hours,
until he began to imagine that those vast features recognized
him and gave him a smile.

About this time there went a rumor throughout the valley
that the great man, foretold for ages, who was to resemble the
Great Stone Face, had appeared at last. Many years before, a
young man had left the valley and settled at a distant seaport
where, after getting together a little money, he had become
a shopkeeper. His name—whether it was his real one, or a
nickname—was Gathergold. He became an exceedingly rich
merchant, and owner of a whole fleet of ships. It might be said
of him, as of Midas in the fable, that whatever he touched was
changed at once into piles of gold coins. And when Mr. Gather-

countenance—jace or expression on it
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“Behold! Behold! Ernest is the likeness of the Great Stone
Face!”

Then all the people saw that what the poet said was true.
The prophecy was fulfilled. But Ernest, having finished what he
had to say, took the poet’s arm, and walked slowly homeward,
still hoping that some wiser and better man than himself would
by and by appear, bearing a resemblance to the Great Stone Face.

Until 2003 when the rock formation collapsed,
the Old Man of the Mountain could be seen in
the White Mountains of New Hampshire.

Character Theme—Wisdom

Time to Think

Who or what became a teacher for Ernest?
What was the prophecy of the Great Stone Face?
What did Mr. Gathergold represent? Old Stony Phiz? The poet?

Who did the people finally realize was the fulfillment of the
prophecy of the Great Stone Face?
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