LAY Y LD w

Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

Early American Literature

g ]

An Era of Change

John Smith

William Byrd 11

William Bradford

John Winthrop

Mary Rowlandson

Samuel Sewall

I LITERATURE OF SETTLEMENT

2 LITERATURE OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Roger Williams

Anne Bradstireet

Introduction 16
A General History, Chapter Two 17
A Description of New England 20
Introduction 22
The Secret Diary (1709) 23
The History of the Dividing Line 26
Introduction 28
Of Plymouth Plantation 29
Introduction 36
Joumal 3
Letter from Boston, November 29, 1630 40
Introduction 42
A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration
of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson 43
Introduction 47
The Diary 48
Phaenomena 50
The Bay Psalm Book 4
Psalm One 5
Psalm Twenty-three 54
Geneva Bible, Psalm 23 55
Introduction 56
Letter 1o the Town of Providence 58
A Key into the Language of Amenca 58
They See God's Wonders 58
Boast Not Proud English 59
The Courteous Pagan 59
Introduction &0
Contemplations 61

On My Dear Grandchild Simon Bradstreet 64
Here Follows Some Verses upon the Buming

of Our House 4]
To My Dear and Loving Husband 67
As Weary Pilgrim 68

Meditations Divine and Moral 69



vi CONTENTS

Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

Edward Taylor Introduction
Preparatory Meditations
Meditation 1.1
The Experience
Meditation 1.6
Huswifery
God's Determinations, The Preface
Jonathan Edwards larroduction

Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God

3 LITERATURE OF REVOLUTION
Benjamin Franklin Iniroduction
The Autobiography
The Way 1o Wealth
Exporting of Felons 1o the Colonies
Letter to Exra Stiles
Thomas Paine Introduction
The American Cnsis, No. |
The Age of Reason
William Bartram Introduction
Travels
Philip Freneau Introduction

To the Memory of the Brave Americans
On the Universality and Other Attributes

of the God of Nature
On a Honey Bee
The Wild Honey Suckle
Phillis Wheatley atrosdioction
To the University of Cambndge

On Being Brought from Afnca o Amenica

71
71
73
74
75

78

8l
82

105
107
1=
110
12
17
120
121
126
127

129
129
131
132
134
135




B N B Bt W8 R

Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

American Romanticism
An Era of Optimizm

4 KNICKERBOCKERS
Washington Irving [ntroduction

Rip Van Winkle
James Fenimore Cooper Tntroduction

The Decrslayer, Chapter Seven

William Cullen Bryant Introduction
Thanatopsis

To a Waterfowl

5 NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Introduction
Merzo Cammin
Divina Commedia
John Greenleal Whittier [arroduction
Ichabod
First-Day Thoughts
James Russell Lowell Introduction
A Fable for Cntics
The Courtin®
The Lesson
Miver Wendell Holmes Introduction
Old Ironsides
The Chambered Nautilus

6 TRANSCENDENTAL OPTIMISTS

Ralph Waldo Emerson Tatrodiction
Muture
Self-Reliance
Concord Hymn
Brahma
Hamatreya

Henry David Thoreau Iniroduction
Civil Disobedience
Walden
Joumals

Walt Whitman Introduction

1 Hear America Singing
Song of Mysell
O Captain! My Captain!

138

148
150
162
163
171
172
174

178
178
180
181
181
183
184
185
186
18K
190
190
192

197
199
200
203
204
205
208
210
213
220

¥¥2

23
224

228

When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd 229



Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

viii CONTENTS

7 TRANSCENDENTAL PESSIMISTS

Edgar Allan Poe

Nathaniel Hawthomne

Herman Melville

Introchiuction

To Helen

The Raven

Sonnel=To Science

To My Mother

Annabel Lee

The Purloined Letter
Introduction

The Maypole of Merry Mount
The Celestial Railroad
The Minister’s Black Veil
The Birthmark
fntrodiction

Barilchy

American Realism and Naturalism

Bret Hane
Ambrse Bierce

Sidney Lanier

Hamlin Garland
James Whitcomb Riley
Sarah Ome Jewelt

Emily Dickinson

An Era of New Beginnings

8 REGIONALISTS

Introdud tion

The Boom in the Calaveras Clarion
Introduction

An Occurrence at Owl Creck Bridge
Introduction

The Revenge of Hamish

The Song of the Chattahoochee

A Ballad of Trees and the Master
Introxdsec tion

The Return of a Pnvate
Introduction

When the Frost Is on the Punkin
Introduction

A White Heron

Introdie tion

Prologue

I'm Nobody! Who Are You?

Much Madness Is Divinest Sense
Success

Aspiration

I Never Saw a Moor

A Word

To Make a Prairie It Takes a Clover

240
242
243
247
248
248
250
262
265
274
286
205
07

336

350
351
363
365
n
74
378

38l
83
391
392
393
395
403
406
407
407
408
408
408
a9
409



AT Y AP R

Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

Hope

A Book

The Railway Train

She Sweeps with Many-Colored Brooms

The Snake

Simplicity

1 Never Lost as Much but Twice

Presentiment Is That Long Shadow on the
Lawn

The Bustle in a House

9 MASTERS OF REALISM

William Dean Howells
Henry James
Samuel Langhome Clemens

Introduction

Editha

Introduction

The Amencan

Introduction

Life on the Mississippi

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

10 NATURALISTS

Stephen Cranc

Jack London

Frank Noris

Introcduction

A Man Said to the Universe

I Saw a Man Pursuing the Horizon

God Fashioned the Ship of the World
Carefully

Should the Wide World Roll Away

The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky

Introduction

The Law of Life

Introduction

The Octopus

11 ANTI-NATURALISTS
Edwin Markham [fntroduction

The Man with the Hoe

William Sidney Porter [niroduction

The Gift of the Magi

Fanny Crosby [Introduction

Pass Me Not

Draw Me Nearer

More like Jesus Would | Be

God of Eternity

All the Way My Saviour Leads Me

410
410
411
412
413
414
415

415
416

420
422
432
44
452
454
460

478
481
482

483
453
454
493
495
501
503

Si4
s14
N7
519
523
526
526
527
528
529



Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

x CONTENTS

Modern American Literature

An Era of Pessimism

Traditionalists

12 MODERN AMERICAN POETRY

Edwin Arlington Robinson

Robert Frost

Minor Traditionalists

John Crowe Ransom
Theodore Rosthke
Edna St. Vincent Millay

W. H. Auden

Experimentalists

Erra Pound

William Carlos Williams

Archibald MacLeish

Carl Sandburg

E. E. Cummings

Tntroduction

Miniver Cheevy
Richard Cory

CIfT Klingenhagen
Cassandra

Credo

Tatroduction

The Pasture

The Gift Outright
The Road Not Taken
The Death of the Hired Man

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

Mending Wall

Birches

Desent Places

Introducrion

Bells for John Whiteside s Daughter

Tntroduction

Dodowr

Introduction

Sonnet XX VI

Introdction

The Unknown Citizen

Introduction

In a Sustion of the Metro

Introduction

Poem

The Red Wheelbarmow

Turroduction

Ars Poetica

Introduction

Chicago

Fog

Grass

fatroduction

when serpents bargain for the right
Lo sguirm

somewhere 1 have never travelled

in Just-

r-p-o-p-h-e-s-s-a-g-r

550
552
554
355
556
557
559
562
562

565
570
571

572
573
575
576
577
577
578
578
S50
S8R0
582
583
584
584
SKS
585
586
588
590
92
592

393

595
596
597
598



CONITENIS

Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

Wallace Stevens
James Weldon Johnson

Poets and Religious Issues T. S. Eliot

Imtroduction
Sunday Moming
Introducrion

The Creation
Introduction

Journey of the Magi

13 MODERN AMERICAN PROSE

Shirley Jackson
Richard Connell
James Thurber

Developers of Plot and Conflict  Archibald Rutledge
Developers of Character

Eudora Welty

Emest Hemingway
Ray Bradbury
Thomton Wilder

Developers of Theme
Modern Drama

Jesse Stuart
James Saxon Childers
Bruce Catton

Modern Essay James B. Stockdale

Introduction

Charles

Tntroduction

The Most Dangerous Game
Introduction

The Catbird Seat

Introduction

The Tomb of Raven MecCloud
Introduction

A Wom Path

Introduction

Big Two-Hearted River, Part 11
Introduction

August 2026: There Will Come Soft Rains
Introduction

The Happy Jouncy to Trenton and Camden

Introduction

The Thread That Runs So True

Introduction

A Boy Who Was Traded for a Horse

Introduction

The Great American Game

Introduction

Freedom: Our Most Precious National
Treasure

Gilossary

Index

Photo Credits

Acknowledgments

607
611
611

6l6
616
620
621
636
636
643

651
651
658
660

669
674
675

695
695
699

706

706
711
719
730
731



)
0
)
e

0
>

=
(]
A
)

>
=

D
0
@
o
o

S

o
o)

|

o

=

)

N

©

=

e

fel
&
=
a
o

O

Early American Literature___




Copyright © 2010 Bob Jones University Press

An Era of Change

Hardly anyone today wants 1o be called a Puritan. To many people the name
Puritan suggests grim judgmentalism-a rigid, repressive prudery that once darkened
American thought but is now thankfully outgrown. Although this Puritan stereotype
has been discredited by historians, the myth lives on.

The truth is that Puritanism has been much more central in American life than
is commonly supposed. The Puritans gave America not only a doctrinal system but
also an idea of how life should be lived, Puritan theology lost its hold on American
thought within two hundred years. However, the Puritan view of life-the work ethic.
the goal-centeredness, the subservience of pleasure to duty-has survived, even
among many who despise its religious foundation.

Two Puritan themes are strongly apparent in the literature of the early penod
The first is this country’s role as idealistic leader and practical innovator. The
Puritans set high goals and devised means for reaching them; their efforts would
command the attention of all peoples. In 1629 while sailing 1o Massachusetts,
Governor John Winthrop urged the other Puritans aboard ship not to forget that
their attempt to establish a religious state in the New World would be observed
carefully by the rest of the world. **We shall be as a city upon a hill, the eyes of all
people . . . upon us,’” These words were prophetic, for the rest of the world since
Puritan times has carefully watched this country's political, religious, and social
developments.

The second Puritan theme is the Christian™s attitude toward the world. In his
history of Plymouth Plantation, Govemnor William Bradford descnibed how the
Pilgrims, who were actually Scparatists rather than Puritans, shared the Puritan view
of the alluring, hostile world that had tried to destroy them and their lestimony: **So
they left that goodly and pleasant city | Leyden, Netherlands], which had been their
resting place near twelve vears: but they knew they were pilgrims, and looked not
much on those things, but lifted up their cyes to the heavens, their dearest country,
and quicted their spirits.’” Few writers have better summarized the faith of Chns-
tians, who while in the world are not to be of the world. The theme of Amenca as
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an idealistic leader and practical innovator persisted in American literature well
beyond the carly period. Regrettably, however, the idea of Americans as Christian
pilgrims in the world appears only rarely after 1750,

The division known as Early American Literature spans over 200 years. This
peniod is important not only because of its considerable length but also because of
its influence on the character of the developing nation. In order to appreciate the
literature of our first writers, therefore, we must understand something of the key
developments duning their time,

During these centuries, American writers were affected by changes occurring in
three major arcas. First, the population of the country, while constantly expanding,
changed from essentially immigrant 1o distinctively American. Second, the princi-
ples that governed decisions made by men in power shifted from religious to secular
and materialistic. Third, the political system of the country underwent a radical
maodification from colonial dependence on and subservience to England to proud
independence as the United Stautes of America.

EUROPEAN TO AMERICAN: THE SOCIAL CHANGE

The Early Immigrants

Most of our early colonists were immigrants from England. In 1607 the first
permanent English settlement began at Jamestown, Virginia. Here the small band
of poorly organized Englishmen confidently expected to become wealthy merely by
picking up the gold and pearls they thought awaited them. Had Captain John Smith
not organized and directed them, the Jamestown planting would probably have failed
like the ill-fated wettlements of Roanoke Island.

In 1620, thineen years after Jamestown's founding, the first permanent English
settlers armived in New England. The 102 colonists sboard the Mayflower were
greeted by a barren, wintry wildemess and hostile savages. By the spring of 1621,
more than half the original settlers were dead. What sustained these Pilgrims through
the hardships of their first years in New England was their will to succeed and their
confidence in God's providential care.

In the 16305 the struggling colony at Plymouth was surpassed by the Masa-
chusetts Bay Colony, which had experienced an influx of relatively wealthy and
influential Puritans. The first group of them, unlike the Pilgrims, embarked for the
New World in a ficet of ships. From 1630 10 1640, during what is called the Grem
Migration, some twenty thousand people sailed to Massachusetts, hastencd by po-
litical and religious events in England. During the period immediately before the
English Civil War (1642-1646), many dissenters came to the New World because
of especially severe repression by the Church of England.

Immigration slackened during the Commonwealth period in England when the
Puritans seized political control and stopped the persecutions. However, it dramat-
ically increased in 1660, when the monarchy was restored. This year marked the
beginning of the second major Puritan migration. Reacting against the stem Puritan
rule during the preceding decade. Parliament passed a series of harsh, repressive
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acts against nonconformists, Until the Toleration Act of 1689 somewhat eased
conditions for Puritans, these laws caused thousands more to flee to the New World,

Religious reasons for immigration The main motive behind these migrations
to New England was religious. Many colonists came because of religious persecu-
tion, In chapter 2 of his history of Plymouth, Governor Bradford movingly describes
the severe oppression endured by just one small band of English dissenters: those
who settled Plymouth. Because they were Separatists (members of independent
congregations that had left the Church of England for conscience” sake), their
practice of worship was especially hated by leaders of the state church. These
dissenters were betrayed and imprisoned, had their property confiscated, and finally
were forced to flee illegally to the Netherlands. For many later dissenters, this
persecution took another form., They were forbidden to preach from pulpits, to teach
in schools or colleges, and to hold political office,

Other colonists sailed to the New World because they wanted to put their
religious ideals into operation. The Massachusetts Puritans wanted to follow what
they believed the Bible taught in doctrine and church government. Beyond that,
they wished to establish a state governed by religious principles. They believed that
their government should be theocratic (govemed by God) rather than democratic
(governed by the people). Since the Bible describes only one form of government
specifically ordained by God, the theocratic government of Israel, the Puritans took
it as their model,

Secular reasons for immigration Colonists also came 10 the New World because
of nonreligious motives. Some came for adventure, some to help England challenge
Spain’s claims to the American continent, and some to gain personal independence
and wealth. The last of these motives, self-realization and advancement, gave rise
to the American Dream. Many immigrants believed that in the New World they
could free themselves from the class restrictions of European societies and rise by
their own abilities to positions of affluence and prestige. The dream was so strong
that hundreds even sold themselves into bondage as indentured servants in order to
repay the cost of their passage 10 the colonies,

What made these seventeenth-century immigrants so valuable 1o the emerging
nation is that they brought with them the culture of their homeland. As they struggled
to construct their *“city upon a hill"" in the wildemess, they built their new society
upon the rich cultural values which they had brought from England.

The Transitional Colonists

With the coming of the eighteenth century, however, colonists became notice-
ably less European. Since many colonials were by this time second-, third-, or even
fourth-generation residents, they felt few tics 1o England. Increasingly, these home-
bred citizens recognized they were no longer merely transplanted Europeans. In
New England the transitional colonist ook on a special identity, that of the **Yan-
kee.”" This sturdy New England type was characterized by homespun wisdom,
practical ingenuity, and a shrewd business sense.
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Meanwhile, as more Europeans flocked to the New World, the colonial popu-
lation lost its distinctively English identity. Large numbers of Dutch, French Hu-
guenot, German, and Scottish immigrants helped shape the national spirit as they
pushed westward into the wildemess. But since most of these new immigrants were
Protestant and most sought the liberty which had been denied them in their home-
lands, they carried on the spirit of the first immigrants,

The Americans

The product of these developments was described in 1782 by a Frenchman who
had himself immigrated to New York. In his Letters from an American Farmer, 1,
Hector St John de Crévecocur gives a stirring answer to the question, **What then
is the American, this new man?"’

He is cither an European, or the descendant of an European, hence that strange
mixture of blood which you will find in no other country. I could point out to
you a family whose grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was Dutch,
whose son marmmied a French woman, and whose present four sons have now
four wives of different nations. He is an American, who, leaving behind him
all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones from the new mode
of life he has embraced, the new government he obeys, and the new rank he
holds. He becomes an American by being received in the broad lap of our
great Alma Mater. Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race
of men, whose labors and posterity will one day cause great changes in the
world. Americans are the western pilgrims, who are camrying along with them
that great mass of arts, sciences, vigor, and industry which began long since
in the east; they will finish the great circle. The Amenicans were once scattered
all over Europe; here they are incorporated into one of the finest systems of
population which has ever appeared, and [one] which will hercafter become
distinct by the power of the different climates they inhabit. The American
ought therefore to love this country much betier than that wherein either he
or his forefathers were born. . . . The American is a new man, who acts upon
new principles; he must therefore entertain new ideas, and form new opinions,

Criévecoeur strikes several major themes developed by later wrilers: the United
States as a melting pot of nationalitics, Americans as the **western pilgrims®* who
will accomplish great things for mankind, the American as the *‘new man’* who is
forward-looking and experimental.

PURITANISM TO DEISM: THE RELIGIOUS CHANGE

The Essence of Puritanism

Because most of the first New England colonists embraced Puritan ideals, Pu-
ritanism has formed the main current in the development of American values. The
Puritan movement began in England during the reign of Elizabeth 1 (1558-1603), It





