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against God. Discontented with being crea-
tures made in the image of God, they wanted
to be as God themselves,

God could not turn His back on what had
happened. As a just God—and, as we will see,
a loving God—He punished the man and the
woman,

Paradise was lost, and the world took on
many important characteristics familiar to
us. Perfect equality ended; now the husband
would rule his wife. Childbirth would be
painful. Work would be tedious and difficult.
Rather than leisurely plucking fruit from
the limbs of trees in a thriving garden, man
would have to plow and plant in ground that
more easily grew weeds and thorns than food.
Man's greatest punishment was to be driven
from the garden and from the fruit of the tree
of eternal life. Henceforth, men would die.

From this original choice of sin has
flowed a story of crimes and tears, the actual
world history we have known. All who have
lived have also sinned. The work of evil has
continued, and Satan’s power through temp-
tation has grown. In the beginning, there
was perfection. Since the beginning, man
has fallen to ever greater depths of rebellion
against God.

A Different Story of the Beginning

The story of evolution. The extreme of
man's rebellion against God is the denial of
the Bible's teaching that God is the Creator
of man. According to the story of evolution,
man was not created directly by God but
instead “evolved” from the animals. Evo-
lutionists say that at some point in history
certain animals began accidentally changing
in ways that eventually produced a man. This
idea has many weaknesses, however. It can-
not explain the beginning of world history,
and it gives a false impression of man.

Logic's traps for evolution. We have
seen that man differs from animals in that
man possesses language and thought. Anyone
who believes that man evolved from animals
must explain how language and reason began.
But such an explanation cannot be given, for

it is a question of “chickens and eggs—which
came first?”

Human thought requires language. Much
of our thinking is in words. When we think,
it is as if we listen to ourselves talk inside our
heads. Language, on the other hand, requires
thought. Unless there is thought behind the
sounds called language or speech, what comes
out is mere gibberish. Which came first, lan-
guage or thought?

Without language and the ability to commu-
nicate with one another, there would be no truly
human society. Instead of society, we would
have a mere herd or swarm. But language and
communication assumes men living together in
society. Which came first, society or language?

Genesis, of course, does not have these
problems of logic. It presents man as the direct
creation of God and from the very first having
all three—language, thought, and society.

Evolution, humanism, and the
destruction of man. The evolutionist’s only
escape from logic is to downplay man'’s spe-
cial characteristics. Thus, he will underrate
man’s speech and reason. As for language, the
evolutionist will say that the animals have it,
or at least something very close. Thought, he
says, is really nothing more than a process of
electricity and chemistiy. The evolutionist will
also attack man’s awareness of the difference
between right and wrong and man’s freedom
to choose, for he cannot explain the evolu-
tion of these characteristics. The awareness
of right and wrong is just something we learn,
he says, not something we are born with, and
man’s freedom to choose is just an illusion. To
an evolutionist, man is really nothing more
than a computer made of flesh and bone, and
not a very fast one at that.

Do you begin to see the consequences of
rebelling against God? Do you begin to see the
result of humanism, putting man in place of or
above God? Not God but man is hurt. When
man tries to be God, he only succeeds in mak-
ing himself like an animal or a machine.

The Bible’s account of the beginning
elevates God. It also elevates man, but not at
God's expense. Humanism, whether in the
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