


The book series that helped shape the
thinking of conservative Christians for
decades and laid the foundations for

the small-government revolution.

If the resurgent conservative
movement is to make lasting progress,
it must adope the fndamental
principles of government anchored in
the pages of Scripture.

Christians don't want to ser their
beliefs aside so they can join yet
another political organization. They
want the lordship of Jesus Christ to

be over all of life—family, church,
business, economics, and even the dircy
work of poliics.

Gary DeMar saw the need for
developing the biblical principles
necessary to meet this demand. Over
the course of five years, he dedicated
himself to mining the Bible for the
foundational principles of government.
‘The result was the three volumes of
God and Government.

Described as the ‘original operating
philosophy of the New Christian Right;”
God and Government had a transforming
effect on hundreds of thousands of
Christians who began to realize that the
Bible has a great deal to say about civil
authority, thus laying the foundations
for the recent rise in Christian, limiced-
government activism, as seen in the
2010 Tea Party rout of Congress.

continued on back flap.
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CHAPTER 1

Self-Government and

Family Government

at s governmem? ‘When this question is asked, most people re-

nd by equating government with politics. Even our language
i e "Coismeart 14 Washmg;on or “The gov-
emment will take care of its citizens through its many programs” Both
of these statements reflect a misunderstanding of the true nature of gov-
emment. They indicate that the only governing institution is a political
one. Historically, however, the term “government” was always quaified in
some way, unlike our present-day definitions.

Our educational system reflects the same confusion. A generation
ago, high school classes dealing with government at the state level were
given the ttle “Civics.” The emphasis was on the function of gnvemmzm

is is no longer the
broa il of “Government”implying tha the many governménts are sb-
sorbed into one all-encompassing political government.

Before World War 1, textbooks dealing with national government
were qualified with the tile “Civil?” An example of this can be seen in a
textbook used in 1903
tho,“Thefaly. i form of overnment, etablshedforth good of

ship or civil district, the village or the city, the county, the State, and the
United States.” The term “government” as the older educational defini-

i ork,

Y
‘Company, [1591] 1903),5.
an, Elements of Civil Government, 5.
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6 GOD AND GOVERNMENT

thece verepersoal () iy chuech, educatonl (unde the direc-
tion of the family), hh
of authority. The sxm was seen as only one government among many.
“To deny the validity of the many governments and the responsibilities
that each has under God, would be to deny the authority that belongs to
each of them in their designated realm of activity. If we as individuals ne-

ent,
the only governing institution “is destructive of liberty and of fe”

The moral principles and precepts contained.
in the scriptures ought to form the basis of
all our civil constiutions and laws, All the
miseries and. evils which men suffr from
vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression,
slavery, and war, proceed from their despis-
ing or neglecting the precepts contained in
the Bible.

~Noah Webster

tiplicity of is as old as our coun-
ey becausethe prinlples were extracted from biblea principles. Noah
Webster's definition of government in his American Dictionary of the
English Language (1828) reflects the b.m.m concept of the diversity of
governmental authority. Webster defined government in this way: “Di-
rection; regulation. “These precepts will serve for the government of our
conduct! Control; restraint. ‘Men are apt to neglect the government of
their temper and passions.”

‘While Webster defined government in terms of personal self-control,
most modern definitions largely limit government to the realm of insti-
tutions, especially civil or statist governments. This is made evident by
the fact that the definition for civil government s placed first in modern

11970] 1995), 332.



Self-Government and Family Government 7

dict Forex-
ample, World Dictionary ( i
way:* d institu-
tion,etc”

In the older definition, Webster includes family government as part
of the complete definition before he deals with the government of an in-
dividual state or nation. He defines family government as: “The exercise
of authority by a parent or householder. ‘Children are often ruined by a

“And fathers, do not p
to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord”

affars of the family. Too often, however, parents neglect their God-given
duty to raise their children in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord”"

nant role in family life. Such a role is detrimental to the family.

If generations continue to be indoctrinated with the modern defini
tion of ‘government; they will neglect their own personal, family, church,

E I

on the *benevolent” State for care and security. We are beginning to see
such a trend. “Today, most Americans have lost their faith in Christ as
Savior, and they expeet civil government to be their savior. They h:
no desire for the responsibilities of self-government, and so they say to
politicians, ‘Do thou rule over us! Instead of Jesus Christ as their good
shepherd, they elect politicians to be their shepherds on a program of
socialistic security for al™*

‘Government then, within our American Christian heritage which was

i isea beaisiiihat

Presently h
unaware of the varied nature of government. The civil government has as-
sumed responsibilty to be the government. It i sad that many Americans
are thankful that Washington has relieved them from what they believe is
the heavy burden of governing themselves, their families, churches, and

hools the United self-,

4 R.J. Rushd 11971) 2009
778



8 GOD AND GOVERNMENT

family,church, local, state, i i their proper plac
of power and authority, our nation is doomed.

of Jesus Christ. i
who s govrnedb the condion of hei e the et vrebel-
indis

Ilon against God, we can expect u ined and ungovernable people.

govem their lves according to the governing pri

wpofan i T o s e s doc o i
T ool o ofall these governments i dependent upon the
e e




For decades, in the hands of countless
teachers, parents, and students, God
and Government educated minds young
and old in the Christian history of
America, the origin and foundation of
government, the biblical principles of
authority, and the basis and necessity of
Christian political activism.

One of the most comprehensive studies
of the topic ever published, God and
Government—now thoroughly updated
in this beautiful one-volume hardback—
clearly explains the Bible' timeless
principles for everyching from self-
government, family government, church
government, and civil government to
education, economics, poverty, and law.

ABoUT THE AUTHOR

Gary DeMar is the
President of American
Vision. With a Master
of Divinity from
Reformed Theological
Seminary, Gary is

the author of more
than 27 books on apologetics, history,
prophecy; politics, and education. Gary
has lived in the Atlanta, Georgia, area
since 1979 with his wife Carol. They have
o married sons, and are members of
Midway Presbyterian Church (PCA) in
Powder Springs, Georgia.




‘mid the rapid dissolution of the American moral fabric after Roe v.
Wade, an old truth starced gaining new life in America.

It was the eruch that had once made America great, but one which
Ty gl B et e
moralisms for b
oIl e R it S e
individuals and nations.

Relying on painseaking historical and biblical research, author Gan
DeMar demonstrated how America became acity on a hill”for millions
of people around the world, and how she could be great again.

Now thirty years later, American Vision has thoroughly renovated,
revised, and updated Gary DeMar's monumental work in this beauriful
one-volume hardb:

With a fresh new look, including hundreds of antique prints, paintings,
and engravings; extensive subject and Scripture indices; and an updated
reading list, God and Government i ready to prepare a new generation to
cake on the political and religious bales confronting Christians roday.

‘WiiaT OtHERS HAVE SAID ABOUT GOD AND GOVERNMENT

“Iam extremely grateful for Gary DeMar'’s God and Governmient
series which is still 2 huge influence on my worldview: I rate God and
Government as among the greatest homeschooling books ever written
because of their Christ-centered scholarship. I love these books so much
that I recently acquired an exera set to loan to a homeschooling fimily,
and am encouraging them to use these books with their children. When
Thave a family of my own, I will use God and Government to homeschool
my children because these books are among the very bes

—Jack H.

“We have placed your God and Government books in colleges al over
Zambia. It was also our joy to re-supply numerous missionaries and
evangelises with these books who have taken them across the border into
communist Angola, the Congo, and Zimbabwe”

—Peter H

M American Vision N ” |‘ H”‘

www.AmericanVision.org

781936577033
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