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1 Foundation Principles

L v The wild,
that many equate with spirital fervor does not produce faithul living.
et " Koot

examine. wpumpwnnmmmcoa and aboutourselves. These consid-
erations are foundational. Without them, the whole idea of God's will for
b i g

THINKING ABOUT GOD
God s Personal

B ides
‘Within the Godhead, the persons of the Trinity manifested heir nature as

th (cf. Gen. 1:26 and John 17:24).
referto God I il uni butl

's creaton
the “image"" is most assuredly Shown n the fact that we t00 are personal

ings. Our personal nature is comprised of intllect, emtion, and will.
‘This “‘image of God®" in man allows communication between God and
mankind, and indeed, Scripture records tha this communication has oc-
curred throughout man’s existence. The very fact that God has revealed
Himself in an inspired Scripture assures us that He is concemed sbout

lives,




the lives of those He has redeemed. Although this s the clear teaching of

table
peers (society,the stte, etc.). The idea that
oo is ity i of the I)lnugm

0 one except himself and/or
God would “lead” or “cal

exists,” the secularst thinking goes, *'then ‘i s a cosmic force, e
principle, or a nebulous rationale for existence." Obyiously, nothing e
this could *lead"” or “call” anyone to o anything.
But those who have accepted Scripture know that the true God is the
. v e, g e

Youin the way which you should go; 1 wil counsel you with My eye upon
jou." The three verbs in this verse (instruct, teach, counsel) ll point 0.2
‘personal guiding actvity by the Creator for the creature.

of ourlives, from the momentous to the tivial. For instance, He numbers
our hairs (Matt. 10:30) and records our tears (Ps. 56:8). He knows our
sormows (xod. 37 a5 well 8 cur movemens, Boughs.d e s
(Ps. 139:2:6). Since nothing in ourlves escapes His notice and concen, we

lives. His concem over detals makes no sense at all unless He uses those
details to accomplish specific goals. And what joy this truth sparks in

GodIs Orderly

basic assertion is 5o simple that it may seem simplistc;
‘undeniably true and extremely important. The God who relly exists is
neither confused, nor the author of confusion. He works according to His

R " (Gal.
4:4). He works al things according to His good pleasure, which i neither

foture events would become cither meaningles or absurd; bu snce He is

orderly,
We can undersand God's ordediness bt by comiemplating i sover
eignty. Our lives frequently lack order because either we encounter urex-

given situation. Further, we often misinterprt the past, do not understand
2



our present, and certainly cannot discern the future. But these consrsints

Creator.
God's soverigny cley maks Hin s Crsor, disngshin Him

from allHiscreatures. The term “sovereignty” refesto God's peret

by which

He ever frustaed by a ackof power t accomplih His wil. He ot anly

Ko e iy pro nd e i e A O, 1o

sover < ot lave His wil o besccomplished by scdens of

ol s ey vy Al o e

oy b s ihe On o works al hingsaier h couse of His will

@i

0 s CORREl ki tatvt I, "05 hifm
1 sl of e gy o O, s o et el e wek o

gazed. The

Ve Lcomte Thy b the woskof Ty s, U o
hich Thou hast ordained, whatis man that Thou dost take thought of

ettt Ammgmem-ny weighy s in i asageis heone

term “ordained” The
inspired writer uses the same word in Psalm 37:23 (0 assure us that “the

way."” God's work inur lives is no more left o chance than s the pattern of
the universe. In fact, the apostle Paul was witing on a very personal level
about fithfulness in Chrstan living when he statd, "t is e
‘work in you, both (o will and to work fo His good pleasure"” (Phil. 2:13).

b
snrpns:d when we read the promise, “God causes all things 1o work

o Hispupose” (Rom, 328
el e ———
recreated by His grace should reflect order n ou lives. Since God works

planalso.
imilate God's orderliness should not keep us from acting responsibly in
following th possi




of God. But plamin hry It 4 ot ccomgh. Oy kgl plossng o

Living a God-planned lie i thrillng, s e posible becmse God s
‘both personal and orderly. He has a meaningful plan for our lives, and He
‘communicates with us 5o that we can know His plan.

THINKING ABOUT OURSELVES

i o o, Now 3 e vk s, b st

ey, ettt Paio, et Gl vt ol rome, |

Tmore ik sbout Fis wil the mor confused become.™

:anvmced that hr early “salvation”” was 1o more st 2 et
Ungy

oaably, God's wilfor ke e s poim s o et o bo savd,
Happily, she saw her need, repented of her sinful selfrightcousness, and
trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation.

AmISaved?

plan for: i
awats those who persist in their unbelief, In addition, God uses wicked
individuals to fulfll His plan in spite of their sin (Rom. 9:22-23), as
illustrated by such persons as Pharaoh (Rom. 9:17) and Nebuchadnezzar
(ler. 259, 12). But God's use of these and other unbelievers certainly

Maswel Coder s expressd s s well
e cloud which dicted the poople of Isselinthei vay bro
mmnxmmmm%ﬂ‘(&ml: 5. e

14:19, 20), Before
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MARTIN E. CLARK

The Christian’s Decision Manual

practical guide to career choices. Martin Clark combines innovative
concepts and eercses wihrelevan Srplralprinciples o know:
ing God's
There's an excellent chapter on how to make a decision. It follows an
srlghiening disoussion n & srsonel nvertory avalsion, I sl
tion, Dr. Clark explores with usual insight and an abundance of com-
on sanss auasions such a5, Why should paope work? 006s God
call us to specific careers? Whal is ‘the Lord's will"? How do we use
circumstances in making career decisions? Does God's will for a
Christian's vocation ever change?
Pastors, youth leaders, and counselors will find fingertip accessibil-
ity 10 help in answering the recurring question many young people
ask, "How can | discover which job is best for me?
Dr. Clark received his A.B. and AM. degrees from Bob Jones Univer-
sity. He eamed a doctorate in educalion from Virginia Polytechnic
Insttute and State University. Since 1974 he has been Director of
Counseling and Services at Cedarville College.
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