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CHURCH KIDS
“THE OYNAMICS OF GROWING UP CHRISTIAN -

Saturday—1:00 a.m,

This is wrong.

Kara's conscience seemed to roar through the dark, silent house.
She cringed and froze midstep, heart thundering o loudly she felt
certain the sound would awaken her parents. When she'd made her
plans this morning, sneaking out hadn’t seemed like a big deal, but
now and guil were o
throw up.

She spotted movement in the living room, and jumped a foot off
the ground. For one horrified moment she was convinced that her
father was sitting in his easy chair; then she realized that it was just
a shadow shifting across the floor, as tree branches swayed outside
the window. She gulped an uneasy breath. Kara had no idea what her
punishment would be if her parents caught her, but she knew they
would be disappointed in her. That was an awful thought. She sud-
denly wanted more than anything to go upstairs and crawl back into
bed, but then she thought of Nick sitting in his Mustang waiting for
her. She couldn't just ditch him tonight. She'd promised.
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When Kara had met Nick at a youth-group retreat last June, she'd

never imagined things taking this turn. Both were sincere Christians

i i They

ven led worshiptogsthe atSunday evening ,o..m group, but l;\rely
K parentsa

ting mmma zbunr rh: it of oa tha e s NIk were

few and placed some limits on how much time she could spend with
Nick. Kara knew they were trying to protect her, but she loved Nick,
st week
i, Wors,she'd s o her parens sbout where dhe'd becn.
Tonight, s outin e middle ofhe igh things woe king
. Kara fel
cially acute tomorrow evening, et up to lead
worship at youth group.

hy
God and her parents, butliving a Christian life in the twenty-first cen-
sy seemed like an uphill batle. Her parerts didn't seem o under-

I y just let her lead her

ownlife?
themselves out. Besides, it wasn't like Nick was a bad guy. He was a
Christian, so wi parents have to be so restrictive?

It was their fault that she had 0 sneak out like this, Kara told her-
self. They
itk ol and e o th o

Salvation
life than baseball,”
fol of Egg McMufin. He and Mzn were huddled over their break-

and families grabbing their pre-church breakfast and coffee.

ot my life,” Matt ecorted. They both laughed. Matts name was.
practically synonymous with bascball. He'd been playing since age
cight, and was presently the starting shortstop on his college team.
‘When he wasn't playing, he was training. You couldn’t talk to him
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h Matt

lived for the game.
“This Suiday, I

He' Brian every Sun
v andthercomverations had probed progeesively decper Thes
small alk about baseball, college, and friends had steadily yielded to
Brian's favorite subject: his faith in God. Matt had always thought of
himself as a Christian, so he dismissed much of this talk as being famil-
iar urf, After all,his parents were Christians and he regularly attended
church. He had a Bible and knew most of the stories. What more did
Brian really have to say?
But % today. Matt

was
1o casual belief. Brian's faith defined his life. And Brian was cool.
Matt had grown up around plenty of adult Christians, but he'd never
meta Chrisan ke Brian, someone his own age who was joyfol and
Matt had
come to deeply respect his friend. He wanted what Brian had. Every
word Brian spoke this morning seemed to pierce his heart.

Brian was right. Mate knew he had been defining his lfe by the
wrong things. Now, as he spoke with Brian, he sensed the light of a
new dawn breaking in his heart. Brian had shown him that genuine,
deep, and significant faith was within his reach. The excitement rose
in his soul. He had to tell Brian what he was fecling.

across the table, and started to share.

Popularity

Every girl in Jackson Community College seemed to be enamored
of Eric. Every day when Tim walked into his freshmanlicerature class,
he saw a whole pack of them surrounding Eric’s desk, giggling and
smiling and throwing him shy looks. It was unbelievable. Less than
two weeks into the school year, and Eric already had the standing of
a Greek god. He was popular with the guys, too. Tim never saw him
without a gaggle of worshipful, tagalong friends. Tim couldn’t blame
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them. Eric had it all: six-foot-three, linebacker on the football team,
a charming sense of humor, and a heavily muscled body.

“Tim took a seat in the back corner of the classroom and watched
as Eric recounted one of his drunken escapades from Friday’s party.
Guys and girls alike erupted in riotous laughter. Tim sighed with
envy.

“Tim had always been in the popular crowd at his Christian high
school, where he'd played sports, served in the student government,
and led Bible studies. He'd had high expectations of celebrating his
newfound freedom and new friends in college, but so far he just felc

he was. Tim was quickl

Ytearn him much popr
Christians were few and far between, and the popular circles mostly
revolved around the party scene.

“The fact was, he just wasn' enjoying his college lfe so far. Serious
Christianity and secular college didn’t seem to mix well. Maybe he
should loosen up a litcl. He was young and stilllearning about him-
self, 5o why couldn't he experiment? That's what college was about,
right? There would be time to get serious later. Why not enjoy him-
self now?

once more. Tim found himself laughing, too. Eric was funny. Tim
looked around, ook a deep breath, th Maybe

he could learn a few things from Eric.

Can you relate to Kara, Matt, or Tim? Kara had a strong, sincere
faich, butfound herslfncreasingly ensnared insin. Matc had always
considered himself a Christian, but at the age of 19 he realized that
he wasn't, Tim claimed to be a Christian, but his craving for popu-
larity led to serious compromises when b esched college. Each had
grown up in a Christian home, yet faced parccular challenges and
temptations.
hearts,trying to find ther truc identiics.
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What's a Church Kid?

Qs e e ik s endepconfsoos wheew e

“pastors kids”a
troublemakers. Maybe you feel the same way, but when you really
understand what a church kidis, I think you will sce that ics an over-
whelmingly posiiv term.

They
comefi Ch
church their entire lives. Thmy live ina Chnsn:n culture surrounded
by Christians at home, church, and often school. It is a wonderful
privilege to be a church kid.

T'm a church kid myself, and [ am incredibly grateful to God for
the many blessings we church kids experience while growing up in
Christian homes. We have been raised and trained by godly parents;

taught the Word of God from a young age; we have regularly attended
church where we have worshiped (‘(»d m\d have been taught about
 we have lots of

tected from many of the negative pr

In July of 1971, God greatly blessed me by allowing me to be born
into a strong Christian family in  small town in New Hampshire.
My parents had not grown up in Christian homes, but God had saved
them about six years before I was born. They faithfully raised me

inciples. C

dhad ly Bible study.

oo youth-group meetings, & Christianschool, and a Christan col
lege. I grew up a fairly typical church kid.

Just before | umned fous, n July of 1975, God drew me to hlm;ell

leading of my pa

repenred of my sins and professed Jesus as my personal Savior. [ md

a Isn't
ple enough for a four year old to grasp!) I do not remember the time
prior to my salvation. I practically grew up a Christian.
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RECONIZING BLESSINGS AND OANGERS

As L grew older, my faith stcadily grew, too. God used specific tri-

totrust h high 1

o the suburbs of Chicago to attend Wheaton College, where God
helped me begin to live out my faith and form a walk of my own. He
also confirmed a call on my life to work in Christian education, and
since graduating in 1993, T have worked full-time as a teacher and
principal in a Christian school.

Tam a church kid. I grew up surrounded by church kids, went to
college with church kids, and have worked closely with church kids
for the past twelve years. T have experienced and observed both the
blessings and the a Chs
and I have a strong desire that church kids learn to praise God for
the privileges they experience and to carefully navigate the dangers
they face.

Blessings

Growing up in a Christian home is a wonderful privilege. We have
beergiven 50 much: godly parents, taining n the Word of God:
friends from Christian

young
age. Throughout our lives, we are repeatedly taught about the love
of God, his plan of salvation, ways to recognize and resist sin, and
living for the glory of God.

Not only are we given much, we are also protected from much.
Our Godferin and ovin asents wiscly lmi our eercinmenc

b They care-
(nlly ‘monitor our friendships and our exposure to the message of the
world. We learn about the lis of secular values and other religions.
We are trained to evaluate all of life according to the standards of
Seripture.

Daily, I benefit from years of being taught the truths of Scripture
and from countless hours of reading the Word. My parents have pro-
vided for me a clear example of living all of life for the glory of God,

d of faith-
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ARE YOU “GROWING UP CHRISTIAN"?

If you are, you face unique temptations and dangers—but

you also can experience an abundance of blessings.

selfsaying, M

me. then this is just the thing t

a liability

or, Bryan Col

ingupchristian.com

WOV i

PUBLTEH NG e




	52611x_1_ftc_dp
	52611x_2_toc_dp
	52611x_3_toc
	52611x_4_exc_dp
	52611x_5_exc
	52611x_6_exc
	52611x_7_exc
	52611x_8_exc
	52611x_9_exc
	52611x_99_bkc

